
@effortseurope

#effortseurope 

#europeanfortresssummer

EFFORTS Europe, the European Federation of 

Fortified Sites

www.efforts-europe.eu



#WeAreEFFORTS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tooDfpr21xU



EFFORTS Mission 

To share expertise, promote cooperation and emphasize 

the significance of fortified heritage as a continuing 

connection to our common European history and as a 

condition for economic, spatial and social development.
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• Bergen op Zoom

• Steenbergen

• Tholen

• Klundert

• Willemstad

• Breda

• Geertruidenberg

• ‘s-Hertogenbosch

• Heusden

• Megen

• Ravenstein

• Grave



EFFORTS -Forte Cultura Members network 2022 : 

150 in 23 EU countries
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• City of Antwerpen BE

• Citadel Antwerpen BE

• Oudenaarde BE 

• Province West-Vlaanderen BE (Atlantikwall Europe)

• Regionale Landschappen BE

• Zoutleeuw BE

• War Heritage Institute BE

• Simon Stevinstichting VVC BE

• Stafort BE

• City of Namur BE

• Garderhojfortet Copenhagen, DA

• Zitadelle Spandau Berlin DE

• European Cooperation Center DE

• Suomenlinna Governing Body FIN

• Hamina FIN

• Vauban Sites Association FR

• Association Espaces fortifiés H-d-France FR

• Fort de Seclin FR

• Cork County (2 members) IE

• Fondazione Forte Marghera IT

• Forte di Bard IT

• Fortezza / Frankenfeste IT

• ISAM IT

• Centro Studi Medfort IT

• Valle Alpino and Galla Placidia line IT

• Fortress of Culture Sibenik HR

• Fort Monostor HU

• Kaunas Fortress Regional Park LT

• Paola Heritage Foundation MA 

• Herceg Novi MNE

• Bar MNE (2023)

• Bergen op Zoom NL (presiding)

• Oost Gelre NL

• Culemborg NL

• ‘s-Hertogenbosch NL

• Grave NL

• Heusden NL

• Other Zuiderwaterlinie cities (+9, NL)

• Hellevoetsluis / Voorne NL

• Maastricht NL

• Stichting Monumentenbezit - Vesting Naarden NL

• City of Venlo NL

• Olst-Wijhe (IJssellinie) NL

• Province of Utrecht (NHW) NL

• Stichting Menno van Coehoorn NL

• Stichting Liniebreed Ondernemen NL

• Forte Cultura (all 40 members, # EU member states)

+International Fortress Council  (13 members, INT)
+EFFORTS Museum Council (5)

+EFFORTS  / Forte Cultura Joint Scientific Committee, with EFFORTS Knowledge Center Forte   

Marghera and ICOFORT (ICOMOS)

+ 20 Memberships across Europe (IT, PO, GR, ES, CH, UK, ...)

Memorandum of cooperation with Liberation Route Europe



EFFORTS Tasks 

Exchange of Knowledge + Development Networking

➢ SUBJECT: Heritage developement (reuse, architecture, building & landscape 

elements), Restauration techniques, City marketing and Tourism, Education and 

Training, Environment and Sustainability, Mobility and Logistics, Cultural Routes, 

Community building, New European Bauhaus

• European and national policy and networks

• Rules and regulations

• Funding, financing

• Network function

• Project coordination, project administration

• Cultural routes, tourism development, remembrance



EFFORTS : European expert events
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EFFORTS Tasks 

Exchange of knowledge + Development Networking

➢ THROUGH : PROJECTS, EVENTS and ON-DEMAND EXPERT 

WORKSHOPS on fortified heritage re-use and access

• EFFORTS European Knowledge Center @ Forte Marghera,Venice

• FORTE CULTURA - EFFORTS Joint Scientific Cttee, with IFC, ICOFORT 

Europe 

• Communication b2b and network vector for the public: European Fortress 

Summer with Night of the Fortresses, Fortress Festival, Fortenzomer, ... + 

EFFORTS AWARD

➢ JOIN EFFORTS Annual Congress (6-7/10 KAUNAS, LT) 



| 29 juni 2022 | | 9 |



2023 : EFS European Night of Fortresses
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Fortress connections, clusters, routes, projects
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EFFORTS : neigbours Antwerp region and Zuiderwaterlinie
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in all member countries and regions 
• European Fortress Summer (for all fortified sites)

• EFFORTS Goes Green Network project 

• Balkan Adriatic region (Interreg – Fortitude, Night of Fortresses)

• Baltic (European Capital of Culture 2022 Kaunas congress EFFORTS)

• Bunkerlines (Europe, with Belgium, Italy, Germany, Atlantikwall, ...)

• Netherlands (ZWL – VNV), Finland, Baltic, Italian national groupings 

• Via Hispania (NL + BE-LUX-FR-ES-IT)

• Netherlands (regional and cross-border approach)

• Forte Cultura (cultural routes clusters and Council of Europe)

• Dissonant Heritage, + Liberation Route Europe Foundatio:  

‘Forts/Unchained’ EU CERV project proposal

• EFFORTS - Ukraine Twinning Programme

• Interreg - Recapture the Fortress Cities, Antwerp region fortress belt)

• Interreg project idea Reviving the Fortress Regions (35 partners interested)

• ...

EFFORTS : ongoing actions for projects





EFFORTS: advocacy
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#standwith

ukraine

➢ EFFORTS - FORTE CULTURA Cooperation 

ad Twinning Programme with Ukraine

• EFFORTS will present a special EFFORTS 

AWARD 2022 to the Ukrainian fortified heritage sites at the 

EFFORTS 2022 Kaunas Congress

• Partners Twinning : 
• Kostrzyn (PL) - Fort Medzybizh (UA)

• ‘s-Hertogenbosch (NL) - City of Ivano-Frankivsk (UA )

• Sibenik (HR) twinning - Pidhirsti bastion castle (UA)

• Westwall Brand Denkmalschutz (DE)

• Cork County (IE) 

• Ville de Namur (BE)

• Herceg Novi (ME)

• Fortress Study Group (UK) 

• …

• Actions by partners : 
• ‘Data safeguarding (BE) : member of European 

Competence Center for Cultural Heritage project 

‘Save the Ukraine Monuments’ (https://www.4ch-

project.eu/sum/)

• Online workshop 28/6/22 Olha T., IHPAN (PL) / 

EFFORTS

• Online conference participation EFFORTS 15/6/22

• UA visit by EFFORTS, Forte Cultura (DE) and FSG

• ...



→ 2021 @ www.efforts-europe.eu CONGRESS
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http://www.efforts-europe.eu/


Bedankt voor uw aandacht

#WeAreEFFORTS


