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Jan Paesen
ecosysteem dirigent

Een non-profit 
samenwerkingsplatform ter 
versterking van de innovatieve 
en economische fundamenten van 
de Leuvense Innovatie Regio 
voor impactvolle verandering.
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Ambitiously
collaborative

Inspiringly
excellent

Promisingly
accessible



www.leuvenandbeyond.com

Leuven
&Beyond 
toolbox
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our focus domains 
& industries.

HealthTech

• Materialise - world pioneer 
in 3D printing, additive 
manufacturing

• Strong ecosysteem of
hardware engineering & 
design innovators (ex SEW 
Eurodrive, Comate, Terimo 
…)

NanoTech
• HQ of imec, pioneer & 

world leader in nano 
electronics & chip design

• A world class deep tech 
start-up fund imec.xpand

HardTech DigiTech

• UZ Leuven - Europe’s 2nd 
largest academic hospital

• Rega Institute - world autority 
in drug research against 
bacterial and viral infections

• HQ of imec’s digital technologies 
R&D centre

• University R&D spinoff in a variety of digital 
technologies (AI, digital twinning, …)

• Vibrant ecosytem of start-up incubators (KU 
Leuven R&D and Kick, Startit@KBC, imec 
iStart, UCLL Start Minds, Voka Bryo, Le(j)on, 
SO2 …) 
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startups
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inspirational events 
per year

min30
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MashUps
peer learning



Domain 
Events



LIFTING
TRAILBLAZERS

MAY 2-4
LEUVEN BELGIUMANDLEUVEN.COM

Startup 
Evenement



3.500+
deelnemers



(jongeren / studenten / int’ls / burgers)

Flanders
Technology

& Innovation 
Leuven

5 dagen

25+ subevents

30+ locaties

150+ sprekers

23.716
deelnemers

kinderen
jongeren
studenten
“the curious”
health & engineering professionals
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Belgium is at the 
heart of Europe.
Belgium is at the heart of Europe’s geography, culture, 
commerce, productivity, research and innovation.

60% of Europe’s buying 
power is within a 
radius of 500km. 3rd most globalised 

country in the 
world.

L E T’S   J O I N   F O R C E S   T O   G O   B E Y O N D

1st in Europe in R&D 

investments; 3rd in the 

world (3.6% of GDP) 4th in global hourly 
productivity (GDP 
per hour worked)



Flanders a region that 
breathes innovation. .

.
.

Kortrijk

Ghent

Antwerp

Leuven
Brussels. .Hasselt

Flanders is home to the largest R&D hubs in Europe in 
various tech domains.

3top
best Gaming school in 

the world (HOWEST) & 
strong EduTech Hub 

KORTRIJK GHENT

1st largest integrated BioCluster in 

Europe & strong CleanTech, HealthTech,
DigiTech Hubs 

ANTWERP

1st largest Petrochemical cluster in 

Europe, 2nd largest container sea port in 
Europe (ranked 13th in the world) & strong 
LogisticsTech Hub. 

HASSELT

1st dedicated Energy transition 

research center in Belgium & 
strong CleanTech, DigiTech Hubs



.
.

.
Kortrijk

Ghent

Antwerp

Leuven .Hasselt

30
• 6 months workspace
• digital coaching
• networking

PITCH YOUR SEAT TAKE A SEAT

SPARK! 

10
TECHXPERIENCE

12

.Uniform service offer for startups across 6 key 
innovation ecosystems in Flanders. Supported 
by Vlaio (50K per hub per year, during 4 years)

• Exchange between int’l 
incubators

• 30 days workspace 
abroad

30
startups startups

• Pitch event in all provinces (31/10 Ghent, 
…)

• Theme per regio (Leuven: Health & 
Hardware)

• min 3x per year
• 7 min pitch

startups
per event

• Peer learning in 
small groups

• =our MashUps
sessions
per year

Articulate vision & coordinate 

strategic projects 

.Brussels
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Dankjewel
LEIDEN

zeker
samen nog slimmer
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